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SHLECTMEN'S REPORT. 


The Selectmen of the town of Hinsdale submit the follow- 
ing Report for the year ending February 28, 1882: 


RECEIPTS. 
Cash in Treasury March 1, 1881, $2,903 30 
Amount of taxes committed to L. A. Parks, Col- 
lector, : 14,329 85 

Interest on taxes, 63 07 

Savings Bank tax, 1,046 05 

Literary fund, 142 76 

Railroad tax, 26 15 

Town Hall, 2590 ‘90 

Rents stores and bank, 419 39 

License for show. 3 00 

John O’Brien, tile, 5 00 

Town of Chesterfield, bridge case, 123 40 

Dirt sold from highway, 32 60 

H. R. Vaille, Jr., Union District, cash overdrawn, 278 05 

Library, for catalogues and fines, 16 00 

License for billiard tables, 7 28 

Rent of old town hall for 1880. 75 00 

4 % 2 1881, 75 00 
Support of County paupers, 242 29 
$20,043 69 

EXPENDITURES. 

Arad Gilbert, cleaning chimneys, $1 00 
af ne work on hall doors, 2 50 
aie ventilators and spout, 7 00 

Dr. Dix, returning births and deaths, 6),.25 


Wm.' A. Horton, tax illegally assessed, 2 42 
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Batchelder & Faulkner, retaining fee, 


= 4 bridge case, 
66 Ge Long 66 
Lane & Dole, bridge case, 
Gleason, es 


Hamilton, oil for town hall last year, 
Chauncey Farr, decoration, 

John Hanrahan, clay bank, 

Laura Baker, damage, 

C. 8. Farr, sealing weights and measures, 
Printing town reports, 

Road damage, 

Books and stationery, 

M.S. Leach, repairing scraper, 

C. D. Whittaker, coffee furnished at fire. 
Henry Barrett, watering trough, 

Geo. W. Johnson, painting and varnishing, 
H. R. Vaille, Jr., witness in Long case, 


D. W. Stearns, 6 66 
G. P. Wellington, a v 
De Ws Taylor, 6 re 


C. E. Hunter, bolts, 
Bounty on hawks, 
Deposited savings bank tax, 
M. V. Colton, crackers and cheese at fire, 
E. E. Hale, i ay = 
G. W. Holland, interest on bonds, 
State tax, 
County tax, 
A. G. Sargent, highway tax, 
Care of hall. 
P. W. Taylor, snowing bridges, 

hs We use of land for lock-up, 

af ‘¢ keeping tramps, 
S. T. Crowninshield, watering trough, 
D. W. Stearns, of ie 
H. B. Streeter, = 33 
Town hall, oil, wood and repairs, 
Holman & Merriman, repairing scraper last year, 
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D. Owen, fixtures for doors of town hall, $3 52 
Books for school children, 3 52 
Nails, 2 95 
O. H. Higgins, attendance with hearse, ; 21 20 

a ‘¢ taking hearse to Brattleboro, 3.20 
L. A. Parks, hard-pan, 10 68 
Check lists, 3 25 
Wallace Holton, repairing lock-up, | 2 00 
J. H. Henry, book case, 3 80 
Discount on taxes, 1881, 403 00 


$6,773 78 
PAID SEVERAL SCHOOL DISTRICTS. 


C. 8. Fay, high school, $1,500 00 
Union District, Lemuel Fales, agent, 1,308 35 
District No. 1, Frank F. Thomas, 187. 54 
+ 2, Isaiah C. Streeter, 75 44 
3, C. A. Mason, FEPe a2 
- 4,5 and 8, united, C.-S. Fay, Com., 1,628 52 
ee 6, Mrs. D. W. Stearns, 128 00 
3 7, 5. T. Crowninshield, 75 68 
cs 9, Mrs. G. P. Slate,: 209 O00 


$5,228 75 
REPAIR OF HIGHWAYS AND BRIDGES. 


No. 1, James Thomas, work, $79 OO 
ee 66 “6 building wall, 49 68 
‘+ Loring Wheeler, work, 3 50 
‘© Fred Chandler, = . 6 74 
pone “ ‘© 1880, 11 41 
Mieimente. Liseom, ty o1 99 
bit tp Re lumber, 3 60 
ei iuel st SLB, |, s 3 00 
No. 2. Israel T. Burnham, work, ; SU) way a 
*¢ 6J. Estey, lumber, 4 32 
ty 4 a 1880, 12 87 
No. 3, John Thomas, work, 34 25 


vs cs lumber, 1 40 
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No. 4, Isaiah C. Streeter, work, 
et 6 be ee 
‘* Belle S. Thomas, work, 

No. 5, O. G. Smith, work, 

No. 6, George P. Slate, work, 


No.7, Hi H. Day, aS 
Norman Howe, a 
ee  D. W: Stearns, cP 

: +. posts and rails, 


L. A. Parks, plank, 
‘** J. Bascom, clay, 
Nos. 8 & 9, C. A. Mason, work, 


“ig uf ng cor 1 880% 

ef “s “t ‘SSiplank. 

ie ‘*¢ R. H. Newton, work, 

oe ‘¢ James Shattuck, * 

Ss ‘* G. H. Crowninshield, work, 

s ce Eis Me Butler, me 
No. 10, P. W. Taylor, work, 

6 Tiles, 


AS Charles Frary, work, 
No. 11, A. T. Doolittle, work, 
us New sidewalk, 
Village, G. P. Wellington, work, 
‘+ Fred Sargent. - 
oe SS “s posts and rails, 
3 A. Gilbert, work, 
‘© John Corliss, work, 
rf C. D. Whittaker, work, 
‘« C. A. Mason, lumber, 
‘+ Fred Brockway, work, 1880, 
ss A. Shattuck, 
‘+ Dennis Mahoney, * 
‘* QO. S. Higgins, Me 


L. W. Cobb, repairing scraper and picks, 


ot E. Stebbins, work, 
' A. S. Thompson, stone, 


60 % 


t 
3 
1 


$1,389 


08 
95 


37 


43 


7 


HARDENING ROADS. 


G. P. Wellington, work and bills paid, » $71 30 
D. Mahoney, i LAAZo 
C. A. Mason, bs 168 04 
J. Graney, es 40 62 
Bitte. Day, ih 15 75 
G. P. Slate, a 13 00 
W. Chandler, S 26 70 
fel). Whittaker, ‘* 48 39 
P. W. Taylor, ve 92 67 
John Corliss, * 6 00 


$499 73 
SUPPORT AND ASSISTANCE OF TOWN POOR. 


Julia Spencer, expense at Asylum, $ 69 90 
Eliza Burroughs,  ‘‘ hy 103 57 
Eri Elmore, vy ee LOL os 
Henry Adams, ty de 6 88 
Henry Fineon, provision, E 4 69 


$292 58 
COUNTY PAUPERS. 


Mrs. Paradeux, $13 50 
Barney Cannon, expenses, 38 99 
Peter LaBounty, ite 45 40 
Eliza Patnaude, " 36 80 
Kdward Sawtell, a 9 52 
John Young’s family, expenses, 14 25 
Maurice Cunningham’s family, 16 25 
Carrie Truax, expense to N. Y.. 7 55 
Caroline King, 14 10 
Carter family, ALiZ9 
Sarah T. Martin, 5 50 


$223 15 

STREET LAMPS. 
Knapp and Leonard, $ 16 50 
H. A. Smith, 208 95 


J. B. Mitchell, burners, 
J. H. Gale, repair of lanterns, 


FIRE DEPARTMENT. 


Paid expenses, as per report, 


LIBRARY. 


Paid expenses. as per report, | 


TOWN OFFICERS. 
George Wellman, Selectman, 
George P. Wellington, *‘ 
Lemuel Fales, oe 
George P. Wellington, Overseer of Poor, 
George W. Holland, Treasurer, 
es a Town Clerk, 
Luke A. Parks, Collector, 
Dr. M. C. Dix, Sup’t Schools, 
i i ‘+ High School, 


Rev. H. H. Hamilton, Sup’t Schools, 
es ri ‘+ High School, 


Arad Gilbert, Policeman, 
ty ‘¢ Truant Officer, 
Lyman H. Knapp, Policeman, 


TAXES ILLEGALLY ASSESSED. 


Jerry Graney, 
TAXES ABATED. 


James Barry, 
Thomas Bolin, 
Stephen Moore, 
George T. Spencer, 
John Young, 
Charles C. Bartlett, 


$1 
3 


85 
25 


$230 


$450 


$473 


$110 
85 


70 


15 
25 
50 


48 


5d 


05 


4 


00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 


00 


00 
00 
00 
00 


$591 


$1 


00 
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TAXES SUSPENDED. 


John H. Arnold, 
James Arling, 
Richard Barry, 
James Conway, 

. Ernest E. Doolittle, 
Patrick Donahue, 
Norman L. Day, 
Charles E. Frary, 
John T. Gates, 
Lewis Guinash, 


ep 
fume 
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Benjamin Gainly, a0 
Dr. Jaundrault, 09 
W. H. Morse, D3 85 
Elijah Norcross, 1 50 
Joseph Tebo, 2 09 
Herbert Weatherhead, 1 50 
$81 30 
OUTSTANDING CLAIMS AGAINST THE TOWN. 
Due for dog money, 1881, $ 70 00 
School District No. 9, } 337 31 
“ $f 6, 83. 79 
Literary fund, 1881, 142 76 
Savings bank tax, 1881, 1,046 05 
Balance due Fire Department of amount raised for 
® reservoirs, 5 600 00 
Balance due Fire Department account hose, etc., 
unexpended, 427 53 
Bonded debt of town on town hall, 24,000 00 
Amount due Library as per report, 94 61 


$26,732 05 
ASSETS OF THE TOWN MARCH 1, 1882. 
Due from County : 
Peter LaBounty, $45 40 


Mrs Paradeux, 13 50 
Edward Sawtell, 5.102 


N 


Sarah T. Martin, 
John Young, 2d, 
Carter family, 
PAD yes 

Carrie Truax, 


Savings bank fund, 1878-’79-’80, 


Interest accrued, 
Amount in Treasury, 


Due for rent from Henry J. Knapp, 


Liabilities, 
Assets, 


Less savings bank tax, 


Total indebtedness. 
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$ 5 50 
14 25 
21-29 
14 10 
7 55 

2425775 
40 47 
3803 25 
18 97 


$6,415 O05 
$26,732 05 
6415 05 


$20,317 00 
1,046 05 


———— 


$19,270 95 


RECAPITULATION. 


Total receipts, 


$20,043 69 


EXPENDITURES. 


Miscellaneous, 


Schools and school houses, 


Highways, 
Hardening roads, 
Town paupers, 
County paupers, 
Street lamps, 
Fire Department, 
Town library, 
Town officers, 
Taxes abated, 
Taxes suspended, 


Taxes illegally assessed, 


Amount in Treasury, 


$6,773 7 
5,223 75 
1,389 43 

499 73 
292 38 
223/15 
230 5d 
450 05 
473 44 
591 00 
10 18 
81 30 
1 50 
3,803 25 


— 


$20,043 69 
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We would recommend to be raised for current expenses for 
the ensuing year, in addition to the amount required to be 
raised by law: 


Town charges, — $1,500 00 
Common schools, 400 00 
High school, 1,500 00 
Highways, 1,500 00 
Claying and hardening roads, 200 00 
Fire Department, 300 00 
Lighting streets, 300 00 
Interest on town bonds, 1,000 00 
. Town library, 300 00 


All the above report we respectfully submit. 


GEORGE WELLMAN, 
GEO. P. WELLINGTON, 
LEMUEL FALES, 

Selectmen of Hinsdale. 
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SCHOOL REPORTS) 
REPORT OF THE SUP’T SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 


Fellow Townsmen, Parents and Guardians :— 

In compliance with the laws of the State. your Committee 
herewith respectfully present for your consideration their An- 
nual Report of the common schools of the town for the year 
just ended : 

No. 1—RIVER DISTRICT. 

F. F. Thomas, Prudential Committee. Miss Amelia Butter- 
field, teacher first and second terms; Miss Alice J. Field, 
teacher third term. 

FIRST TERM. 

No. of weeks 11, No. of scholars 17, average attendance 

15, No. of visits 9, wages per month $22. 
SECOND TERM. 

No. of weeks 11, No. of scholars 17, average attendance 

15, No. of visits°11, wages per month $24. | 
THIRD TERM. 

No. of weeks 10. No. of scholars 16, average attendance 
12, No. of visits 5, wages per month $22. 

Roxy or Honor.—First term, William H. Pettee; second 
term, Mary Bridges, Walter H. Burnham. 


No. 2--ASH SWAMP. 


Isaiah C. Streeter, Prudential Committee. Miss Laura A. 
Butler, teacher first term; Miss Etta P. Barrett, teacher 
second term. 
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FIRST TERM. 
No. of weeks 8, No. of scholars 13, average attendance 
11, No. of visits 18, wages per month $15. 


SECOND TERM. 
No. of weeks 11, No. of scholars 12; average attendance 
11, No. of visits 11, wages per month $15. 


Roxiu or Honor.—First term, Jennie E Butler, Arthur S. 
Butler; second term, Gracia B. Thomas, Fred E. Newcomb. 


No. 8—CHESTNUT HILL. 
C. A. Mason, Prudential Committee. Miss Alice M. Hol- 
man, teacher for the year. 


FIRST TERM. 
No of weeks 10, No. of scholars 15, average attendance 
13.5, No. of visits 15, wages per month $23. 


SECOND TERM. 
No. of weeks 9, No. of scholars 15, average attendance 
14.66, No. of visits 16, wages per month $23. 


Roryi or Honor.—First term, Alice D. Barrett, Emma L. 
Barrett, Ida M. Barrett, Ed. Blanchard; for the year, Sarah 
A. Blanchard, Susan M. Blanchard, Bessie K. Mason, Frank 
E. Mason. 


No. 6—SOUTH DISTRICT. 
Mrs. D. W. Stearns, Mrs. S. O. Davenport, Miss J. Bas- 


com, Prudential Committee. Miss Laura A. Butler, teacher 
first term; Miss M. L. Davis, teacher second term. 


FIRST TERM. 
No. of weeks 10, No. of scholars 9, average attendance 
6, No. of visits 10, wages per month $24. 
SECOND TERM. 


No. of weeks 11, No. of scholars 6, average attendance 3.3, 
No. of visits 11, wages per month $22 


No. 7—PLAIN DISTRICT. 


S. S. Crowninshield, Prudential Committee. Miss Annie 
M. Somerville, teacher first term; Miss 8S. E. Bennett, teach- 
er second term. 
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FIRST TERM. 

No. of weeks 5, No. of scholars 28, average attendance 24, 

No. of visits 4, wages per month 26. 
SECOND TERM. 

No. of weeks 7.8, No. of scholars 29, average attendance 
25, No. of visits 5, wages per month $22. 

Roti or Honor.—First term, Orissa M. Howe, Caroline 
F. Thombs, Julia A. Smith, Fannie V. Smith, Minnie J. 
Streeter, George Streeter, Ed. A. Thombs; Second term, 
Helena Crowninshield, Orissa M. Howe, Dora A. Smith, 
Edith M. Smith, Alfred Crowninshield, Nelson B. Richardson. 


No. 9.—ADAMS DISTRICT. 


Mrs. George P. Slate, Prudential Committee. Miss Annie 
C. Randall, teacher first term; Miss Augusta Doolittle, 
teacher second and third terms. 


FIRST TERM. 
No. of weeks 12, No. of scholars 14, average attendance 
12.2, No. of visits 17, wages per month $20. 
SECOND TERM. 
No. of weeks 12, No. of scholars 14, average attendance 
11.5, No. of visits 14, wages per month $20. 
THIRD TERM. 
No. of weeks 12, No. of scholars 8, average attendance 
6.42, No. of visits 9, wages per month $22. 
RoLtit or Honor.—Second term, Carrie E. Adams, Minnie 
E. Burroughs. 


UNION AND No. 8—GRADED SCHOOL. 
C. 8S. Fay, H. M. Jones, L. Fales, Prudential Committee. 


UPPER BRIDGE STREET PRIMARY. 
Miss Lottie A. Bowker, teacher for the year. 
FIRST TERM. 


No. of weeks 11, No. of scholars 52, average attendance 
43.9, No. of visits 54, wages per month $28. 
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SECOND TERM. 


No. of weeks 12, No. of scholars 40, average attendance 
34.7, No. of visits 54, wages per month $28. 


THIRD TERM. 

No. of weeks 12, No. of scholars 37, average attendance 
28.3, No. of visits 65, wages per month $28. _ 

Roti or Honor.—First term, Addie Gilmore, Rosa Plonde, 
Helen Lewis, Patsey C. Leahy, Louie Dickerman, Clarence 
Frary ; second term, Rosa Plonde, Angie Gates, Isa M. Hale, 
Minnie Maginnis, Jennie Maginnis, Grace Robertson, Cora 
Hunter, Lillian Knapp, Robert McCaughern, George Rohert- 
son, Albert Dennison, Leon Hale, Leon Cutler; third term, 
Jennie Maginnis, Grace Robertson, Lillian Knapp, George 
Robertson, Leon Cutler, George Henry, Patsey Leahy; for 
the year, Ella Gilmore and Annie Plonde. 


BRATTLEBORO STREET PRIMARY. 
Miss Marion L. Eggleston, teacher for the year. 


FIRST TERM. 
No. of weeks 9, No. of scholars 43, average attendance 34, 
No. of visits 29, wages per month $28. 


; SECOND TERM. 
No. of weeks 12, No. of scholars 44, average attendance 
34, No. of visits 9, wages per month $28. 


THIRD TERM. 

No. of weeks 11, No. of scholars 38, average attendance 
30. No. of visits 29, wages per month $28. 

Roti or Honor.—First term, Henry King, George Vaille. 
Gertrude Leach: Second term, John Mullen, Maggie Welch ; 
Third term, Egexia Vigneau, Minnie Knapp, Gertrude Leach ; 
for the year, Mary Hall. 


UPPER BRIDGE STREET SECONDARY. 


Miss Luella M. Sawyer, teacher for the year. 


FIRST TERM. 
No. of weeks 11; No. of scholars 31, average attendance 
24; visits 35; wages per month $28. 
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SECOND TERM. 


No. of weeks 12, No. of scholars 32, average attendance 
25.87, visits 29, wages per month $28. 


THIRD TERM. 


No. of weeks 12, No. of scholars 32, average attendance 
23.4, visits 86, wages per month $28. 

Rout oF Honor.—First term, Emmet Cunningham, Clesson 
Spencer, Sidney Sargeant, Walter Saben; second term, Eu- 
gene Cutler, William Howe, Dan McCaughern, Burton Perry, 
Walter Saben, Josie Bailey, Addie Gilmore, Helen Lewis ; 
third term, Addie Gilmore, Eugene Cutler, William Howe, 
Burton Perry. 


BRATTLEBORO’ STREET SECONDARY. 
Miss Clara E. Hardy, teacher for the year. 


FIRST TERM. 


No. of weeks 11, No. of scholars 88, average attendance 
33.9, No. of visits 10, wages per month $28. 


SECOND TERM. 


No. of weeks 12, No. of scholars 41, average attendance 
37.3, No. of visits 18, wages per month $28. 


THIRD TERM. 


No. of weeks 11.2, No. of scholars 39, average attendance 
37.5, visits 28, wages per month $28. 

Routt or Honor.—First term, Oramel §S. Bickford, Harry 
Clark, Edgar Deyo, Henry Hannon, Julius Mason, Bell Han- 
non, Rosa Hannon, Una Leach, Annie Smith; second term, 
Eugene Britton, Willie Cunningham, Henry Hannon, Arthur 
Lamson, Willie Welch, Josie Day, Rosa Hannon, Maud Lam- 
son, Sarah Pearson, Annie Smith, Minnie Snow; third term, 
William Fales, William Welch, Una Leach, Sarah Pearson, 
Mary Paradeau. 


GRAMMAR DEPARTMENT. 


Miss Hattie C. Lyman, teacher first term; Miss Abbie J. 
Holton, teacber second and third terms. 


Pe 


FIRST TERM. 
No. of weeks 11, No. of. scholars 34, average attendance 
32.7, No. of visits 23, wages per month $36. 


SECOND TERM. 


No. of weeks 12, No. of scholars 42, average attendance 37.2, 
No. of visits 34, wages per month $36. | 


THIRD TERM. 


No. of weeks 12, No. of scholars 46, average attendance 
37.2, No. of visits 42, wages per month $36. 


Rott or Honor.—First term, Alice M. Spencer, Ella M. 
Snow, Kate A. Raleigh, Jessie Bardwell, Jessie E. Hubbard, 
Natt D. Bartlett, William Davenport, George Bacon, Fred 
Stearns, Fred Davis, Fred N. Fisk, Edward K. Hall; second 
term, Mary Blanchard, Jobanna O’Shea, Maud Stone, Leo- 
nora Streeter, Nellie Britton, Belle Hannon, Mabel Hunter, 
Mabel Merriman, Ed. K. Hall, Myron Nims, Burton Spencer, 
Willis Stearns, Ed. Cunningham, Emmet Cunningham, Fred 
Davis, Joseph Kennedy, Fred Stearns ; third term, no report. 


ATTENDANCE UPON EACH STUDY. 


No. 1.—Reading 17, spelling 17, writing 12, arithmetic 15, 
geography 11, grammar 4, history 1, algebra 1, book-keeping 
1, astronomy 1. 

No. 2.—Reading 11, spelling 11, writing 8, arithmetic 11, 
geography 7, grammar 2. 

No. 3.—Reading 15, spelling 15, writing 12, arithmetic 13, 
geography 12, grammar 1. 

No 6.—Reading 9, spelling 9, writing 5, arithmetic 5, geog- 
raphy 8, grammar 1. 

No. 7.—Reading 28, spelling 28, writing 20, arithmetic 20, 
geography 14, grammar 6. 


GRADED SCHOOL... 


UPPER BRIDGE STREET PRIMARY. 
Reading 52, spelling 52, writing 40, arithmetic 32, oral 


work in geography, 26. 
3 
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BRATTLEBORO STREET PRIMARY. 
Reading 44, spelling 44, writing 22, arithmetic 18, oral 
work in geography 20. 
UPPER BRIDGE STREET SECONDARY. 
Reading 32, spelling 32, writing 32, arithmetic 32, geo- 
graphy 29. 
BRATTLEBORO STREET SECONDARY. 
Reading 41, spelling 41, arithmetic 41, writing 41, geogra- 
phy 40. , 
GRAMMAR DEPARTMENT. 
Reading 46, spelling 46, arithmetic 46, writing 44, geogra- 
phy 46. 


WHOLE NO. SCHOLARS, AND NON-ATTENDANCE. 


The Selectmen, in April 1881, reported to your Committee 
the whole number of scholars in town between the ages of five 
and fifteen years to be 314; girls 149, boys 165. 

We also report for the present year 11 who have not at- 
tended school the number of weeks required by law. 


CHANGE OF TEXT-BOOKS. 


There has been but one change in the text-books during the 
year—the Fish-Robinson series of arithmetics being introduced 
in the place of the series by Greenleaf. The practical bene- 
fits arising from this change are yet to be seen, as the new 
books have been in use but a short time; still, judging by the 
success which they have already attained, we may confidently 
expect a decided improvement, especially in the line of inde- 
pendent thought, as it constantly keeps the pupil on the alert 
for something new, and obliges him to think for himself. 


TRUANT OFFICER. 


Your Committee, in their annual reports, and by personal 
conversation with parties directly interested, sought to carry 
out the requirements of the ** truant act,” so far as possible, 
by moral suasion. but this in itself was not sufficient. In or- 
der that the best results might be reached, it seemed neces- 


{ies 
sary that some one, acting under the direction of the Super- 
intending School Committee, and clothed with arbitrary pow- 
er, should be specially appointed to enforce the law. 

An act of the last session of the legislature, approved Aug. 
4, 1881, enabled this to be accomplished, and Mr. Arad Gil- 
bert received his appointment as Truant Officer of the town 
for the term of one year. 

Having unusual discretion and good judgment, he has been 
able to perform meritorious work, as the statistics of the 
graded school, especially, will show. 


GENERAL REMARKS. 


OBSTACLES IN THE WAY OF PROGRESS. 


“There have been some hindrances to a rapid and thorough 
advancement in the several studies. Outside atiractions have, 
to a certain degree, diverted the attention of scholars. although 
we think this year has been an improvement upon the last in 
this respect. Late hours and excessive pleasures unfit for 
study. While the schools are in session we ask that the pu- 
pils be urged to attend to their lessons, and that obstacles to 
such attention, as far as possible, be removed. 

There has been considerable sickness among pupils and 
teachers, especially during the last term. This, in some de- 
partments, has greatly hindered a successful prosecution of 
the studies. In one instance the temperature of the school- 
room has not risen above 50 deg. F. for the entire forenoon, 
and this not for one day, but for successive days, during our 
coldest weather. Hence, this has greatly hindered instruction 
and study, and endangered health. It therefore becomes 
the duty of the Prudential Committee to find out the fault, 
and, if possible, remedy it. 

We have noticed a growing tendency on the part of parents 
and guardians to allow those pupils under their care, after 
having pursued the regular course for a time, to drop out. 
This we deprecate. The Grammar Course alone will not give 
sufficient drill for the performance of the practical duties of 
life; and how much less prepared is that pupil who is allowed 
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to consider his education finished with but two years’ work in 
the Grammar School. 

In some instances it may be necessary, as in the case of 
sickness, or when their services are demanded at home, or in 
some remunerative employment. But, generally speaking, 
we think our youth can pursue the regular course of study to 
the end, and thus secure a good education. It will, of course, 
demand continued effort, and, in some cases, hard work, but 
our youth have ability for both. It will, doubtless, demand 
some material sacrifices on the part of parents, but a good 
education is better than money. As far as possible, let the 
continued course of our educational privileges be improved by 
all. 

INCENTIVES TO PROGRESS. 


Whether prizes of material value are culculated to secure 
the best results in education and character, is, doubtless, an 
open question. Some of our best educators approve of them ; 
others do not. But that there are proper incentives to prog- 
ress is believed by all. We suggest the following: 1st—The 
desire for approbation in most children is strong. They wish 
the approval of parents and teachers. ‘This desire is com- 
mendable. If rightly directed and educated it can be used 
for the highest good of pupils. If, as they pursue their 
studies, they can be assured by their ‘teachers, their parents, 
and their school officers, that any such desire will be appreci- 
ated and any improvement commended, they will be greatly 
encouraged and will make greater efforts to succeed. An 
approving look and an encouraging word have their effect 
with the young. let them feel that every effort to progress 
and accomplishment will be heartily commended. 2d—The 
desire for improvement in the various studies is an incentive. 
Not simply to surpass others—to stand at the head of the 
class—but to advance from any point of progress that has ~ 
been reached. The pupil’s relative standing in the class is a 
consideration, but it is more important that he be urged to 
improve upon his present attainments. Each can do this: 
and, as a rule, pupils desire it. Let such a desire be utilized 
by teachers and parents. 38d—The incentive to wsefulness 
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should be applied. Each pupil has abilities for good. He 
is in the world to fit himself for usefulness. There are many 
fields of activity open to him. Now is the time to prepare to 
do good service in some of them. Present opportunities will 
not be repeated. They should be improved. 4th—The in- 
centive to make the most of one’s abilities, is a power. It is 
the duty of all to develop their powers for good. Pupils 
should study with this in view. Study is not the end of action, 
but the means to a great end. It is to develop the mental 
powers and cultivate all our capabilities for usefulness. All 
have not equal capabilities: one is by nature better adapted 
to a certain sphere of action than another, bat each has his 
own abilities for good. He should be urged to use them as 
best he may. 45th—The conviction that one should do right 
should be used as an incentive. This is the right motive to 
all action. It is prompted by the conscience of each pupil. 
The parent and teacher should early use this power to regu- 
late the conduct of the young. 


GENERAL PROGRESS. 


Notwithstanding the obstacles before mentioned, we think 
there has been very commendable progress in most of the 
pupils. There has been accurate and thorough instruction, 
in most cases, and great faithfulness on the part of all the 
teachers. Many of the pupils have made good advancement, 
and there are some instances of proficient scholarship. Our 
schools are doing au excellent work, which is seen, not only 
in the acquirement of knowledge, but in the moulding of 
character and in elevating the public sentiment. Let us give 
them our hearty support. 
H. H. HAMILTON, 
Mee dX, 


Supt School Committee 
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HIGH SCHOOL REPORT. 


Last year’s report closed with the record of the second 
term, third year’s work. ‘The wages of teachers are found 
in the report of the Prudential Committee. 


THIRD TERM—THIRD. YEAR. 


No. of weeks 12, No. of scholars 46, average daily attend- 
ance 43.3, No. of visits 16. 


FIRST TERM—FOURTH YEAR. 


No. of weeks 11.7, No. of scholars 59, average daily 
attendance 57.3, No. of visits 18. 


SECOND TERM—FOURTH YEAR. 


No, of weeks 12, No. of scholars 58, average daily attend- 
ance 53.8, No. of visits 42. 

Rott or Honor.—First term 19, second term 17, third 
term 12; for the year, Maggie Fitzgerald, Daisy Leonard, 
George A. Holland, Fred. 8. Leonard. 

The report of Principal Hall, which is appended, is as 
follows :— 

To the Superintending School Committee :— 

GENTLEMEN: I submit the following report of the High 
School for the year just closing. 

The number of pupils has been larger this year than last ; 
but the average attendance is smaller than it ought to be. 
Some of the parents do not seem to realize the importance of 
regular, every day attendance, and pupils are allowed to be 
absent for visiting or other things which should be secondary 
_to their school-going. 

The too large number of tardinesses has been made by a 
few pupils, who have become so much in the habit of being 
late that they do not feel the importance of promptness. 
Habits are formed more easily than we know. Some pupils 
have never been late since they entered the school. 
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I have to say, as last year, that the visits of parents have 
been altogether too few. ‘This is too true everywhere. The 
business of kitchen, farm, mill, shop and store, intrusted to 
never so faithful hands, is more carefully looked after than 
the shaping of the mind and character of the children. Tre- 
quent visits to the school awaken new interest on the part of 
the parents, and inspire teacher and pupils to more faithful 
work. 

Having a permanent assistant this year, we have been able 
to give more time to class instruction with more satisfactory 
‘results. The highest interests of the school call for a con- 
tinuance of the same assistance. 

I speak with pleasure of the good influence of most of the 
older pupils in habits of study and deportment. This has 
been especially manifest the past year. They are thus getting 
power to shape the thought and character of society. <A few 
pupils. however, seem to have very little concern about habits 
of study, or repeated failure in their work. ‘Their lack of in- 
terest and success in school-work points to failure-in life-work. 
Habits of industry or indolence formed in youth do not often 
change in mature life. 

I have received and expended money, as follows: 


Balance on hand last year, $97 24 
Rec’d from school entertainment, 40 80 
. $138 04 
EXPENDITURES. 
Balance on lecture course, $4 90 
Natural history specimens, 8 65 
"Charts of physiology, 10 90 
Physical apparatus, 68 31 


Collection of minerals, 
Collection box and trowel for botany. 


No re be 
er) 
e 
~ 


Orton’s Comparative Zoology, 00 
Cutter’s Physiology, 75 
Gray’s Field Book of Botany, acy) 
Dana’s Geological Story, 1 42 


101 68 


Balance, $ 36 36 
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This balance will be expended for chemical apparatus and 
books for the library. Two new cases have been put in dur- 
ing the year. The one for minerals is already quite well filled. 
The one for apparatus is larger, in anticipation of future ad- 
ditions to our collection. 

We have received donations of minerals from several per- 
sons, notably one from Mrs. W. E. Allis, New York City, of 
minerals and woods from California and Nevada, coral from — 
Bermudas, coquina and a beautiful slab of pine from Florida. 
A large map of Cheshire County, from Mrs. P. W. Taylor, is 
also received. Donations for our cabinets will be always 
gladly received. Objects seen and handled teach much faster 
than those read about. 

Very respectfully yours, 
OP RS 3 OU Fi Bs 
Principal High School. 


REMARKS. 


The Principal of the High School has submitted to us his 
Annual Report, which we accept and publish. We ask that 
his remarks and suggestions be carefully considered, especial- 
ly that portion which relates to a permanent assistant. The 
good results of the last year prove, not only the necessity, 
but the advantage, of having such assistance. We feel that 
the High School is meeting our expectations. Its satisfactory 
results are seen not only in many cases of good scholarship, 
but in the general bearing of the students. ‘That they who 
improve its privileges are being prepared for efficient work in | 
public life, is evident from the excellent entertainment recent- 
ly given by them in the town hall. We ask that our youth be 
encouraged to pursue its entire course of study. 

H. H. HAMILTON, 
Ms. GC. DEX, 
High School Committee. 


REPORT OF THE AGENT FOR HIGH SCHOOL. 


1881. Cash on hand, $70 43 

April 29, Ree’d for tuition, 2 00 

he ‘+ of the town, 1,500 00 
——- $1,572 43 

1881. 

Mch. 23, Paid balance due on organ, $18 00 
peewee tale Ao Park, lumber; 50 
‘Tol, 41> Lunter, for,blank book, 72 
eee He; BR. Mitchell,duster, a 

‘¢ Miss E. C. Patrick, 96 00 
‘» A. Gilbert, for cabinets, 20 00 

Nov. 18, ‘* Hattie C. Lyman, 102 00 

s49, * -C. P. Hall, waste-basket, 65 


Jan. 16, ‘* Lemuel Fales, rent of room, 150 00 


Petey. 22 unter. & Co., bill, 


‘*¢ Hattie C. Lyman, 
Gta Eradls 


Cash on hand, 


15 03 

102 00 

1,000 00 
$1,505 45 


$ 66 98 
C. S. FAY, Agent. 
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REPORT OF TOWN LIBRARY COMMITTEX. 


Balance in Treasury, unexpended last year, $252 05 
Amount appropriated last March, 300 00 
Received for fines and catalogues, 16 00 


$568 05 


EXPENDED. 
Books, as per vouchers, $384 386 
Magazines, 18 00 
Printing catalogues, 15 00 
Librarian, — 50 00 
PN ok for extra work, 5 00 
G. W. Holland, sundries, 58 

$473 44 

Balance in Treasury, 94 61 

$568 05 


Your Committee have but little farther to report, except to 
say we believe the public interest in the Library is well main- 
tained. We cannot fail to notice, however, that a large pro- 
portion of the books taken is of that class of literature which 
is read more for pleasure than real profit, while the more — 
standard works seem to be neglected. Still it may be said it 
is better to read something than not to read at all. 

Appended hereto will be found some remarks by the Li- 
brarian, to which the attention of all readers is especially di- 


rected. 
GEO. S. WILDER, 


W. S. LEONARD, 
C. J. AMIDON, 
Library Committee. 


=> 
» 
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There has been added to the Library the present year 351 
books, 347 of which are catalogued and in circulation. 

Thirty-one books are laid aside for re-binding. 

During the two months ending Feb. 25th, 1,034 books have 
been taken from the Library. | 

Amount received for fines and catalogues, $16. 

People often make the excuse that they do not know what 
the Rules of the Library are. There is a‘copy of Rules and 
Regulations in every book and catalogue, put there by order 
of the Executive Committee, that every one may know exact- 
ly the conditions upon which books may be taken. 


A. M. STEARNS, Librarian. 
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REPORT OF FIRE ENGINEERS. 


_ The Board of Engineers of the Fire, Department of Hins- 
dale respectfully submit the following report : 

There have been four alarms of fire that called out the 
Department dnring the year. 

The first was on the night of Dec. 7, caused by the burning 
of the Ashuelot Hotel property, which we are sorry to say 
has every appearance of having been the work of an incen- 
diary, but may not, however. 

The second alarm was on the afternoon of Dec. 16, caused 
by the burning out of James Spencer’s chimney. No damage 
done. 

The third alarm was occasioned by the burning of the New- 
comb barn on the Ashuelot road, owned by C. D. Whitaker. 

The fourth and last, to date, was a summons by telephone 
from Ashuelot, caused by the burning of a storehouse of the 
Ashuelot Manufacturing Co., Jan. 7, 1882. 

Much praise is due the firemen for their promptness in 
responding to each call, and their efficient services after get- 
ting to work, although they did no actual service except at 
the hotel fire. They were equally prompt in responding to 
the other calls; and it would be unjust in us to neglect to 
speak of the very valuable assistance rendered at the burning 
of the hotel by the force pumps of George C. Fisk and Messrs. 
Haile, Frost & Co., for without their aid the fire must have 
been much more disastrous. Also, we would not be uumind- 
ful of the prompt response and valuable services of the fire 
departments of Ashuelot and Winchester on the occasion 
above referred to. And while we hope we may never be 
called upon again to reciprocate for the favor. we trust our 
men would be as ready to respond as they were to owr call. 
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Seventy-six men were appointed as engine and hosemen 
the past year, 75 of whom performed actual service and are 


entitled to pay. 


account of fire department for the past year : 


Paid 74 firemen salary $3.00 each, 


66 


ae for 678 hours’ extra work, 
on account of fire on plain, April 25.. 
A. S. Martin, printing bill, 
C. A. Mason, wood, 
John Corliss, for watching one night. 
Norman Knapp, ef . 
James Hannon, keeping fire and sawing wood, 
O. H. Higgins, team to Ashuelot fire, 
GoD. Whitaker, ‘* = a 
Dr. L. A. Lamson, brush to clean hose with, 
for printing circulars, 
for cleaning hose, 1880, 
C. D. Whitaker, drawing engine to Asbuelot, 
Holman & Merriman, bill of repairs, 


Total for the year, 


$222 


169 


Co. Oo Oo SD bOSe (G0 Sten 


bo 


4 
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We herewith give detailed expenditures on 


$450 O05 


In conclusion we would say that the town is very much in 
need of a larger engine house, and we would recommend that 
some definite action be taken in the matter at an early day. 


Respectfully submitted, 


JOHN H. HENRY, Chief Engineer. 


C. D. MERRIMAN, 
GEORGE W. LEWIS, 


NATHAN M. WORDEN, 


M. S. LEACH, 


Assistant Engineers. 
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